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moving...ADVERTISEMENT Love doesn't feel like love
without a hint of fear. That's what I learned at a dinner
party last week. I know I should have been surprised —
having just recently (and naively) divorced myself, I
realized I have little experience with love, and most love
stories tend to involve some punishment. My ex's had
carried a very small stick in his pocket for our entire
marriage, and it wasn't until I was divorced that I
learned what kind of stick that was. So I entered the
party with a few ulterior motives. First, I wanted to meet
new people (so I could avoid the ex). Second, I wanted to
meet women (so I could avoid the stick). The third



reason was more selfish: I wanted to eat all the food.
ADVERTISEMENT ADVERTISEMENT Fortunately, there
were many good things to eat. The starters included
tender mussels steamed in a garlic-spiked broth that
was perfect at making me forget all about the stick. The
risotto was perfect with a slight seafood undertone.
While I was scarfing down the risotto, I glanced around
and noticed that the women all shared the same fate.
The stick we had been warned about was still in his
pocket. You see, most wives-to-be aren't picked because
of our appetites or our attractiveness. We're picked
because we're "good" wives. To a man, a prospective
husband will ask his friends to pick out the "best" wife
they know. In that context,
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