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Virus is an infection of digital computer software, i.e., the virus's “genome”. The virus exploits the
network functions of the computer, such as its ability to send email or access the Internet or the
ability of the computer to execute code over the Internet. A common form of viral attack is used by
an “attack virus”, which creates and executes a sequence of actions within the computer. VIRUS
SCAN: Viruses can appear in many different forms. Some appear as formatted images, which can be
used to covertly install destructive malware. Some viruses can be used to infect a computer that
does not pose any malicious purpose. Often, viruses are used to gather information about the
computers on which they infect. These attacks are sometimes termed “social engineering”, because
the viruses are designed to use existing weaknesses in an individual’s system, such as a user’s
unawareness of common techniques for defeating phishing attacks, or a user’s incorrect password. If
these are not detected, the user may then install the virus. In addition, web browsers are a common
target for viruses. Viruses designed to target the Windows operating system are often referred to as
a Trojan virus. Anti-virus software protect users from those viruses. Adware, spyware, worms, and
other malware are all forms of malware and should be treated as such. However, they are too large
to comfortably fit within the nomenclature of malware. For privacy, security, and other reasons,
these malware types are sometimes referred to as “malvertising”. Viruses are limited in the damage
they can do, due to the fact that they require user interaction for the attacks to become effective.
Thus, they can be considered a type of social engineering attack. Thus, unlike other attacks, they are
more difficult to detect and have the ability to harm only with the user’s consent and cooperation.
This is also the reason why many viruses are considered to be benign. However, a virus can still
harm a user in other ways, such as interfering with the computer’s ability to execute legitimate
programs. In addition, the viruses can use the computer’s resources, affecting its performance.
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